
Stratigraphical summary

A summary of the stratigraphical succession of the region is presented in (Table 0.1), with a simplified geological map in

(Figure 0.1); see also the section (Figure 0.2). Relevant detail is given in the excursion accounts. Comprehensive and

systematic coverage for the Glasgow area of this guide is mostly provided in the recent (1985) third edition of the British

Geological Survey's Regional Geology handbook on 'The Midland Valley' which contains numerous maps and

photographs. The companion volume on 'The South of Scotland' (3rd. edition, 1971) covers the Girvan and Ballantrae

areas of this guide and has recently been supplemented and updated by B.G.S. booklets on Girvan (Cameron, Stone

and Smellie 1986) and Ballantrae (Stone and Smellie 1988). 'The Geology of Scotland' (third edition, Craig 1991) places

the geology of the region in its wider context. A concise and simplified account of the succession and palaeography,

together with descriptions of excursions at an elementary level, is contained in the book 'Geology Explained  ' by Lawson

and Lawson (1976). Although now out of print, this book is available at most public libraries in the Glasgow area.

The above books do not, however, deal adequately with the difficult and controversial subject of the plate tectonic history

of the region. It is for this reason that there follows an essay by Professor B.J.Bluck on 'Terrane Accretion in Western

Scotland'.
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(Table 0.1) Stratigraphical succession for the Glasgow Girvan areas.



(Figure 0.1) Simplified geological map of the area covered by the guide: the locations of excursions are shown

diagrammatically by numbered dots. A key to the numbers is provided in the Contents list and also (more briefly) on the

inside back cover. HBF = Highland Boundary Fault, SUBF = Southern Upland Boundary Fault, H = Helensburgh, D =

Dumbarton, GL = Glasgow, K = Kilmarnock, A = Ayr, GI = Girvan, S = Stirling.

(Figure 0.2) Diagrammatic section through the north-western part of the Midland Valley, showing the positions of relevant

excursions: the numbers in brackets are of excursions which are not on the line of the section.
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