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Useful information

How to get to Charnwood Forest

Charnwood Forest lies in the west/central part of Leicestershire. The M1 Motorway bisects it, making access from

outlying areas by car very easy; exit at Junction 22 for the main part of the Forest or Junction 23 for the northern part.

There is also a good network of roads crossing the area. The nearest towns are Leicester, Loughborough and Coalville;

all are linked to Charnwood Forest by good bus services.

Within Charnwood Forest, the largest walking area is Bradgate Park, centred around the village of Newtown Linford. The

park includes a visitor centre.

Tourist Information

Tourist information offices are in all three of the main towns and will have information on Charnwood Forest:

Coalville

Snibston Discovery Park, Ashby Road, Coalville, LE67 3LN Tel: +44 (0) 1530 813 608

Leicester

7/9 Every Street,Town Hall Square, Leicester, LE1 6AG Tel: +44 (0) 116 299 8888

Loughborough

Loughborough Town Hall, Market Place, Loughborough, LE11 3EB Tel: +44 (0) 1509 218 113



In addition, information can be obtained from a number of websites on the internet including:

www.goleicestershire.com www.information-britain.co.uk

www.aboutbritain.com/tourist-information-centres/leicestershire-tourist-information- centres.asp

www.heritagebritain.com/county/Leicestershire.html www.bgs.ac.uk

Further reading

Geology

Precambrian rocks of England and Wales (2000) compiled by John Carney. Geological Conservation Review Series, vol.

20. Published by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. ISBN 1 86107 4875. Detailed account of all

the main Precambrian rock exposures in England and Wales.

Geology of the Loughborough district. A brief explanation of the geological map sheet 141 Loughborough (2002)

compiled by John Carney, Keith Ambrose and Allan Brandon. Sheet Explantion of the British Geological Survey. ISBN 0

85272 411 x. Brief account of the geology of the northern part of Charnwood Forest. Available with map from the BGS

bookshop.

Geology of the country between Loughborough, Burton and Derby (2001) compiled by John Carney, Keith Ambrose and

Allan Brandon. Sheet Description of the British Geological Survey 1:50 000 Series, Sheet 141 Loughborough (England

and Wales). ISBN 0 85272 388 1. Detailed account of the geology of the northern part of Charnwood Forest. Available

from the BGS bookshop.

Geology of the country around Coalville (1988) by Bernard Worssam and Robin Old. Memoir of the British Geological

Survey, Sheet 155 (England and Wales). ISBN 0 11 884398 2. Detailed account of the geology of the southern part of

Charnwood Forest. Available (map is separate) from the BGS bookshop.

British Regional Geology: Central England. London HMSO for Institute of Geological Sciences. ISBN 0 11 880088 4.

Technical overview of the geology of Central England including Charnwood Forest. Available in the BGS bookshop.

The geology of the east Midlands (2003) compiled by Albert Horton and Peter Gutteridge. Geologists’ Association Guide

No. 63. ISBN 900717 89 0. Description of geological walks in the East Midlands including Charnwood Forest. the geology

of the East Midlands (1968) by Peter Sylvester-Bradley and Trevor Ford. (Leicester: Leicester University Press.) ISBN

7185 1072 0. A good all-round account of East Midlands geology. Out of print but may be obtained from libraries

including the British Geological Survey library.

Walking

Walking in Charnwood (1997) by Heather MacDermid, published by Cordee. ISBN 1 871890 18 17.

Thirty-two short walks based on the Leicestershire Round (1999) by Heather MacDermid, published by Cordee. ISBN 1

87189 039 x.

A geological walk around Bradgate Park (2004) by Annette McGrath, published by the British Geological Survey.

A geological walk around Cliffe Hill Quarry (2004) by Annette McGrath, published by the British Geological Survey.

The National Forest



The National Forest and beyond: the attractions and activities guide and visitor guide provide further information on

woodland sites, attractions, activities and accommodation in and around The National Forest area.

Britain’s most ambitious environmental endeavour!

In the very Heart of England, across parts of Leicestershire, Derbyshire and Staffordshire, some 200 square miles of

town and countryside is being transformed, blending ancient woodland with new planting to create a multipurpose forest

for the nation on a scale not seen in this country for over a thousand years — it is a forest in the making. In just over 15

years seven million trees have been planted and the woodland cover has almost trebled. From one of the country’s least

wooded regions, the goal for The National Forest is to increase woodland cover to about a third of the Forest area,

creating a green link between the ancient Forests of Charnwood and Needwood. Farmland, derelict coalfield land and

mineral workings have been converted to woodland, and wildlife habitats are also being created or brought back into

proper management.

The National Forest Walks Guide: a full colour guide of circular walks ranging from 3 to 22 miles in The National

Forest. Within this pack, five walks are specifically designated as ‘access for all’, suitable for wheelchair and pram access

and for people who have difficulty walking. The guide comes in a handy A5 file, with each walk on a detachable sheet.

Available from the National Forest Company, Tourist Information Centres and other attractions across the area, price £5.

For further information on The National Forest or for details of all National Forest leaflets and guides contact:The

National Forest Company, Enterprise Glade, Bath Lane, Moira, Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE12 6BD. Tel: 01283 551211

Fax: 01283 552844 Website: www.nationalforest.org Email: enquiries@nationalforest.org

Further information

Information on the local geology can be obtained from a number of sources in the East Midlands. The British Geological

Survey, at Keyworth near Nottingham is open for visiting parties by prior  appointment and has a shop selling many

geological publications, jewellery, rocks, minerals and fossils and various items manufactured in stone. The British

Geological Survey have produced a DvD/video on the Geology of Charnwood Forest. This has been aimed at A Level

students and can be obtained from the online shop at the BGS website, www. bgs.ac.uk. Another website on the

geology of Leicestershire and Rutland can be found at www. bgs.ac.uk/leicester/home or it can be accessed from the

BGS website under ‘sites hosted by BGS’. There are two local geological societies that can provide information: the East

Midlands Geological Society www.emgs.org.uk and the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society www.le.ac.uk/

litandphil. In addition, The Russell Society www. russellsoc.org organises visits to study and collect minerals,

particularly those found in the quarries of Charnwood Forest. Charnwood Forest forms part of The National Forest and

further information can be obtained from www.nationalforest.org.
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