
NWHG Ref. 036 — Ben More Assynt, Conival and Na Tuadhan

Location, grid reference and photograph

The mountains of Ben More Assynt, Conival and Na Tuadhan form the highest ground in central Assynt, approximately 7

km east and south-east of Inchnadamph, Grid Ref. [NC 300 220]–[NC 324 198].

(Figure 35) Na Tuadhan, from the Conival — Ben More Assynt ridge. A hanging-wall anticline is clearly visible. BGS

Photo P530512 — M Krabbendam.

GCR site reference, block, volume and notified feature of SSSI?

GCR Ref. 1309, Moine Block, Vol. 34. Notified feature of Ben More Assynt SSSI.

Description and geological significance

These mountain areas are representative of the central part of the Assynt Culmination and contain excellent exposures of

the Ben More Thrust and its associated structures. There are exceptional large-scale exposures of thrusts and related

folds. The area is internationally important as a classic location for the demonstration of thrust structures.

Accessibility

The area lies within a very remote and mountainous area of Assynt requiring an initial entry walk of about 6 km and some

steep climbs up mountainous slopes. No all abilities access possible, therefore.

Conservation

No conservation requirement due to the immense scale and location of the site area.

Visibility and “clarity”

The majority of key features can be seen from a distance but it is still necessary to walk to selected viewpoints.

Interpretation and interpretation potential

The area is renowned as a teaching and research area for the study of the Ben More Thrust and its associated

structures. There is considerable further potential to develop the area as an educational resource for universities,

students and researchers. The site is featured as a walk in the guidebook “Exploring the landscape of Assynt”. Selected

localities within this vast area should certainly be included in a future Geopark guide and guided walks for both geological

specialists and also the general public could be planned.
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