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RIGS Statement of Interest:

Greenly’s grave is a RIGS to commemorate his outstanding contribution to the understanding of the geology of North

Wales and of Anglesey.

Greenly’s grave has been selected as a RIGS to commemorate and honour his outstanding contribution to the

understanding of the geology of North Wales and, in particular, the geology of Anglesey. Edward Greenly was born in

1861 and died in Bangor in 1951. He served the Geological Survey from 1889 to 1895, and was involved in the survey of

the northern Scottish Highlands. He resigned in order to carry out a detailed independent geological survey of Anglesey.

This resulted in the Geology of Anglesey, published by HMSO in 1919 as the Geological Survey Memoir, but partly at

Greenly’s expense, and a new ‘1” to the mile’ geological map of the island. The latter is almost unique in having

continued in print unaltered to the present day. He lived from 1920 in Bangor at Aethwy Ridge, College Road,

researching the geology of Caernarvonshire and Anglesey. His wife Annie (née Barnard b. 1853) was his constant

support in all his researches from their marriage in 1891 until her death in 1927. His other main works are The Earth, its

Nature and History (1927), Methods of Geological Surveying (1930; with Howell Williams) and the semi-biographical A

hand through Time (1938). Fittingly, his grave in Llangristiolus churchyard lies on Precambrian Gwna green-schist.

Surprisingly, his gravestone is ‘red’ granite, thought to be the ‘Balmoral Red’, imported through Aberdeen from Finland.

Its large red orthoclase feldspar crystals are set in a matrix of black and grey minerals. Not a local rock, it was probably

his own choice for his wife who died 24 years earlier.

Geological setting/context: There are three main categories of RIGS selected for their historical importance: 1.

Historical constructions (arbitrarily up to 2,000 years old) and/or archaeological constructions (arbitrarily more than 2,000

years old) where rock has been used and where the relevance of geology can be demonstrated. This type of RIGS can

include castles, churches, ruins, lanes, walls, cromlechs and standing stones; 2. Sites or features related to the

development of geological thought and geology as a science, such as sites where certain concepts or theories were

developed or types of feature first explained (e.g. Hutton’s Unconformity); 3. RIGS commemorating the work and

contributions of important geologists. These usually take the form of a monument (such as a grave) or memorial.

Network context of the site: Greenly’s Grave is one of a series of monuments in Anglesey adopted and cared for by

members of Gwynedd and Môn RIGS Group. These sites include the grave of Andrew Crombie Ramsay (1814–1891)

and the memorial plaque on Rhoscolyn Headland to Dennis Stephenson Wood (1934–2001). They deserve to be

remembered for their outstanding contributions to British and Welsh geology.
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