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Preface

This book summarizes the results of part of the Geological Conservation Review (GCR), an extensive research 

programme that aimed to assess the scientific significance of Britain's geological and geomorphological localities so that



the most important ones could be protected by law. Ultimately, the GCR sites were selected with a view to their

designation as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).

In this volume the scientific importance of the set of fluvial geomorphology GCR sites is described.

The surveys of fluvial geomorphology sites were carried out initially for five areas of the country (i.e. for five fluvial

geomorphology GCR 'Blocks'), reflected in chapters 2–6 of this volume. In each block, a list of candidate GCR sites was

established on the basis of previous research and published material; after consultation with as many people as possible

and visits to as many sites as possible, the list was refined to contain only the most scientifically important localities. The

comments made, and advice received, from a large number of experts became a significant element in the finalization of

the list of GCR sites which were needed to reflect the diversity of the fluvial geomorphology of Britain, and the history of

research and investigation already undertaken. When finalizing the list of GCR sites, the criteria of minimum duplication

of special scientific interest between sites within an overall framework of selecting the most representative, exceptional,

unique and internationally important GCR sites were kept clearly in mind.

Because much of the landscape of Britain owes a great deal to rain and rivers, there is potentially a great wealth of sites

from which to choose; inevitably we have had to rely on those that have already been discovered, documented and

researched. Also, while some of the sites described have been the subject of research or study very recently, others

have been known for as long as 100 years, and there may be other classic sites emerging as a result of research that is

under way at the present time. This emphasizes the fact that the GCR sites described in this volume represent what

might be thought of as a snapshot of a particular point in time, reflecting the way in which the need for a range of sites of

different types is reconciled with the background of the information that has become available. It is also important to

remember that some potential fluvial geomorphology sites may overlap with sites described in other volumes of the

Geological Conservation Review Series, which were selected for the GCR for other special interests such as stratigraphy

or Quaternary geology and geomorphology.

Most of the SSSI proposals made as a result of the Geological Conservation Review have already been translated into

site designations by the appropriate country conservation agencies (the Countryside Council for Wales, English Nature

and Scottish Natural Heritage).

This volume is not intended as a field guide to fluvial geomorphology sites, nor is it intended to cover the practical

problems involved in future site conservation. The purpose is to record the scientific justification for conserving particular

sites and to demonstrate the character and significance that the sites have against the background of a wider

geomorphological context. Each site is documented in a self-contained account, starting with the highlights (appraisal of

its special scientific interest) and a general introduction (with a note of investigation and research literature concerning

the site). A morphologic description of the various features of the site in order to place them in context is followed by an

interpretation of the site and its significance. A conclusion is produced to give a clear indication of the characteristics of

the site, their present significance and, where appropriate, any suggestions about future work. Although some of the

interpretation sections necessarily use some technical terms, the accounts have been constructed to be accessible to the

non-specialist as much as possible; also the glossary at the end of the volume is compiled with this in mind.

Readers will appreciate that this volume is not intended to provide a final 'domesday' list of protected fluvial

geomorphology sites in Britain. The purpose of the volume is not only to ensure that the selected GCR sites are available

and documented for future generations, but to acknowledge that, as further research is undertaken, additional knowledge

can be added to that contained in this volume. Not only will more be learnt about many of the sites included, but also

other potential sites will be identified. However, the range of sites described here should demonstrate the wealth of

evidence of and interest in the fluvial geomorphology environment of Britain and, as such, provide a vital ingredient for

the scientific and natural heritage of the country.

Ken Gregory January 1997
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